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From the Editors:
North Carolina's coast has been in the news
a lot lately, prompting many of our readers to call
for an issue of Carolina Planning devoted entirely
to coastal zone management and hazard
mitigation. A recent spate of hurricanes
reinvigorated an ongoing debate about coastal
development in North Carolina. At about the
same time, the state's Coastal Resources
Commission established a Planning Review
Team in response to controversy over the
effectiveness of state-mandated local land use
planning. Given these developments, we've
limited the scope of this collection of articles to
North Carolina, with the hopeful assumption that
lessons learned here will be helpful to planners
all along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts.
The first few pieces attempt to get at the
root of the successes and failures of the Coastal
Area Management Act and the local planning
process it created. Richard Norton introduces us
to this process and dissects the seemingly simple
matter of creating and implementing a good
CAMA plan. Joan Altman. an elected local
official in coastal North Carolina, and Richard
Bierly. president of a coastal environmental
interest group, then provide their own
assessments of the CAMA process, drawing
from their experiences with the program.
The remainder of the issue presents a
sampling of articles that highlight the significance
ofthe natural environment to planning in coastal
regions. Todd Miller and Jim Stephenson talk
about "the trouble with storms." while Anna
Schwab and Margaret Anders offer possible
remedies to that trouble in an evaluation of
various mitigation strategies. Rachael Franks
examines the role that EPA storm water
regulations can play in the management of the
region's coastal waters. Finally, Aaron McKown
and Donna Moffit outline some of the steps
taken to help North Carolina homeowners
regroup post-disaster.
With the hope that this special issue
generates a bit of healthy debate on the matter,
we will add a Letters to the Editor section to our
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